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The Danger of a Single Story

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s story 1s quite insightful as it stimulates one to think of the
numerous times he or she has wrongly judged people based on their single stories. She speaks so
passionately about the story giving one a different perception of many things in our daily lives.
Adichie’s interview has dramatically challenged me numerous times I have believed in
stereotypes about specific communities or individuals without necessarily taking time to
understand them. Her use of personal experiences significantly impacted me as it stirred my
imagination and memory to remember many times [ have been 1n her situation. Interestingly, I
have never thought of how I may have made the lives of other people difficult by judging them

using their single stories. I have countless times jumped to conclusions about certain individuals.
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Apart from that, I have always held the belief that all developing countries are
characterized by malnourished citizens. However, Adichie has challenged my perception of
judging the nations from the stories told by possibly biased media or writers. Moving forward,
my approach of things will change. Before jumping mto conclusions, I will be seeking to analyze
different stories of the subject. For mstance, if someone tries to influence me against a particular
tribe or country, I will be conducting due diligence to understand the underlying positives. I have
been challenged to the view that nothing lacks its positive side regardless of the negatives. With
regards to the statement you are fond of, I think you mean that one should appreciate the

differences of others as people are all different in their ways. In this context, one may always be

thinking of him or herself as superior without considering the rich diversity around.



